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Cormorant Lakes Watershed District 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

September 6, 2022 

The regular meeting of the Cormorant Lakes Watershed District (CLWD) Board of 

Managers was held at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center, District Office, 

10929 County Highway #5, Cormorant, MN at 7:00 p.m. 

Those present were Managers: Ellis Peterson, Jeff Moritz, Sam Blattenbauer & Mike 

Foley; Liz Larson, Administrator and Cy Abel, Inspector. Absent: Lyle Hansen, 

Manager; Taytum Nelson, Intern. 

Chairperson Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting has been scheduled for October 3, 

2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center.  

Minutes:  The minutes from the previous business meeting were distributed to the 

managers.  The minutes are available for inspection by contacting the Administrator and 

will be posted on the website. 

Treasurer’s Report: Financial report was made and is on file. 

Inspectors Report: Cy Abel made inspection report as follows: 

a. 13037 Red Elm Ridge Rd- Silt Fence 

b. 13406 Red Elm Ridge Rd- On top of hill 

c. 16004 Black Hawk Rd-Okay 

d. 15786 Black Hawk Rd- Straw blanket on problem areas 

e. Lynn Anderson-Beavers again 

  

Permits:  

1. Jay Carlson-Big Cormorant Rd- Build stairs to lake up level to a slope to walk 

and maintain lawn, boulder wall  
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2. Scott Breidenbach-Viking Bay, Big Cormorant, make trail down to water for 

access 

 

Old Business: 

1. Discussion of administering feeds for enforcement issues. 

a. Discuss with Attorney Rufer 

b. Commence fee structure  

2. Discussion of Advisory Committee Meeting-Post Meeting Comments 

3. Greg Peterson Discussion 

a. Motion by Sam Blattenbauer to require Peterson to plant tree. 2nd Ellis 

Peterson. Mike Foley abstained from vote. All in favor. 

4. Channel Clearing DNR Permit, 2nd permit not sent to Administrator. Needs to get 

fee paid in order to get DNR to send out for comments. 

5. Blue Water Bay Association 

a. Would need to get updated easement-Permanent easement with more 

favorable wording for both parties. 

b. Work with Attorney Rufer to get commenced on process. 

6. Intern Discussion-Board would like intern tto work during school year at own pace. 

Need summer totals to pay, then monthly or quarterly payroll as needed. 

 

New Business: 

1. Budget Hearing 

a. Budget Discussion about 2023 and adding amount for new employee. 

b. Mike Foley moved to accept the budget as presented to levy $103,200 for 

the 2023 calendar year. 2nd Sam Blattenbauer. All in favor. 

2. Board & Staff Reimbursement Discussion 

a. Per Advisory Committee advice, Jeff Moritz made a motion to increase 

Board Managers meeting reimbursement to $125 & increase hourly payment 

rate for $45/hour, retroactively apply for January 1st, 2022. 2nd Mike Foley. 

All in favor. 

b. Board Members closed meeting for executive session. Staff left meeting 

briefly. 

c. Meeting reopened after 5 minutes discussion. 
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d. Board agrees to set Inspector hourly rate at $35/hour and Administrator rate 

at $50/hour. Both will attend meetings and all events at an hourly rate. No 

longer use a flat fee for meetings. Rates are retroactive to January 1st, 2022. 

3. Gerlach Discussion. Invite Mr. Gerlach to next meeting to discuss proposal of bill 

resolution. Attorney Rufer to handle bill resolution and offer to Mr. Gerlach. 

4. Starry Stonewort discussion. 

5. Hiring a Technical Engineer/Advisor discussion. 

6. University of Minnesota Water Conference upcoming in October. 

7. MAWD to be held in Alexandria December 1-3. New Manager training for Lyle & 

Mike. 

8. The following bills were submitted for payment to the Board of Managers. 

a. Motion to pay bills by Sam Blattenbauer 2nd by Jeff Moritz. All in 

favor.  

Date Payee Memo Total 

09/06/2022 Houston Engineering 

Misc Engineering 

Projects Summer 

2022 12,961.26 

09/06/2022 Houston Engineering Engineering 5,480.95 

09/06/2022 Kevin Sherbrooke Beaver Control 650.00 

09/06/2022 Houston Engineering Engineering 1,875.47 

 

Motion to Adjourn by Sam Blattenbauer, 2nd by Mike Foley at 9:05 PM. 

Meeting Minutes Submitted respectfully by Sam Blattenbauer, Secretary; prepared by Liz 

Larson, CLWD Administrator. 


