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Cormorant Lakes Watershed District  

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

April 7, 2025 

The regular meeting of the Cormorant Lakes Watershed District (CLWD) Board of 

Managers was held at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center, District Office, 

10929 County Highway #5, Cormorant, MN at 7:00 p.m. 

Those present were Managers: Ellis Peterson, Jeff Moritz, Mike Foley, Sam 

Blattenbauer, and Tony Nistler; Liz Larson, Administrator & Owen Reding, Shoreland 

Technician. Guest: Jenni Barr, Rick Renner, Moriyah Rufer, Jay Carlson, Tim DeJong 

and Val DeJong. 

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting has been scheduled for May 5, 

2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center.  

Commenced Regular Business Meeting at 7:00 pm. 

Minutes: The minutes from the previous business meeting were distributed to the 

managers.  The minutes are available for inspection by contacting the Administrator and 

will be posted on the website.  

1. Mike Foley had some comments/questions on recent topics on Cormorant 

Daze.  

a. Discussion on swag, popsicles, pamphlet development. 

Financial: April Bills 

Inspections: No inspections report. Inspections module in progress with MS4 software. 

Permits: No Permits 

 

Old Business: 

1. Tree Program Updates 

a. Pickup date for April 26th at the Cormorant Community Center. 

2. Stop Work Order discussion 

 

New Business: 

1. Jenni Barr-BCLA 

a. Boat Inspections for the 2025 season 

b. Mike Foley moved to allocate $5,000 for boat inspections. 2nd Jeff Moritz. 

All in favor. Sam Blattenbauer abstained. 
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2. Rick Renner-discussion of change of ownership to his business to his son, Nate. 

Rick will remain on for part time and septic inspections. Will have more of a 

professional engineering emphasis with Renner Excavating. 

3. Upper Cormorant-Val & Tim DeJong with Moriyah Rufer 

a. Aquatic Vegetation survey, estimate $5,800 

b. Phosphorus budget to address phosphorus issues. Grant with Houston, 

hoping for $1,000. New grant program for 501c-non profits. Minimum ask 

is $50,000 for the grant with a minimum cost share. Upper is one of the 

most at risk lakes in the CLWD. 

c. Shoreland inventory-score the shore 

i. Used to be done with PRWD 

ii. Historical data 

d. Motion to extend the June 4th, 2024 resolution for 30 months by Jeff 

Moritz. 2nd Tony Nistler.  

e. Upcoming cost share could be about $5,000 from CLWD. 

f. Tony Nistler made a motion to support in Upper Cormorant cost share for 

phosphorus grant. 2nd Ellis Peterson. All in favor.  

g. Upper Cormorant Annual Lake Association meeting is scheduled for June 

1st at 1 pm at the Cormorant Community Center. Karl Koenig to speak. 

h. After reviewing the 2024 County deposits, it was noted that the Special 

Assessment amounts were included with the regular CLWD amounts, 

determined the full amount to be $38,000. 

i. Motion to transfer $38,000 from main checking from main to 

Upper Cormorant Special Assessment fund 

4. Lake Eunice Township Resolution draft by Mike Foley 

a. Tony Nistler asked for clarification for the CLWD interests with a 

directive to Lake Eunice Township.  

b. Noted that brush sites provide a site for yard waste, lake waste and 

branches.  

c. Updated some of the language for the draft. 

5. Bruan Property 

a. Discussion 

b. Pervious surfaces proposed to be 27.4% 

c. Discussion of keeping the spill or excavation out of the shore impact zone 

d. Questions about mitigation plan 

e. Board of Adjustments has not been on site to review 

f. CLWD has issues with the non-conformance on multiple setbacks 

g. CLWD would like to see water remediation plan and keep spill & 

excavation outside of the shore impact zone 

h. Asking to table this pending further discussion. Note to be sent to Becker 

County.  

6. Ria Czichnotzki-Tanglewood Road 

a. 350SF dig out, site visit needed to develop opinion 

b. Sand blanket discussion 

7. Greg Stephens-SWCD Cost sharing 

a. Grading and plant material outside of shore impact zone. 
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b. Proposal and future request may be coming on that. 

8. Boat Rental from PRWD discussion 

9. Outlet structure needs some rock. 

10. Special Meeting scheduled for April 15th at 4 pm. 

11. Reminder that if other events are scheduled at the Cormorant Community Center, 

that the CLWD may meet in their office downstairs. If not enough room for board 

and attendees, the meeting will be rescheduled to a later date. Meetings will be 

adjourned by 9:00 PM. If further business at that time, a special meeting will be 

scheduled at least three days following the meeting. 

12. Pay Bills 

a. Motion to pay bills by Tony Nistler 2nd by Jeff Moritz. All in favor. 

 

Date Payee Category Total 

04/10/2025 Leaf Lake Association Projects and Maintenance 6,823.00 

04/07/2025 Houston Engineering Engineering Fees 4,816.75 

04/07/2025 Big Cormorant Lake Association AIS Expenses 5,000.00 

 

Motion to Adjourn by Mike Foley 2nd by Tony Nistler at 9:00 PM. 

Meeting Minutes Submitted respectfully by Sam Blattenbauer, Secretary; prepared by Liz 

Larson, CLWD Administrator. 


