Cormorant Lakes Watershed District

Monthly Meeting Minutes
August 4, 2025

The regular meeting of the Cormorant Lakes Watershed District (CLWD) Board of
Managers was held at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center, District Office,
10929 County Highway #5, Cormorant, MN at 7:00 p.m.

Those present were Managers: Ellis Peterson, Jeff Moritz, Mike Foley, Tony Nistler and
Sam Blattenbauer; Liz Larson, Administrator & Owen Reding, Shoreland Technician.

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting has been scheduled for September
2, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center. A mid-month
meeting has been scheduled for August 18th at 6:30 PM at the Cormorant Community
Center. The CLWD Advisory Committee meets on August 20th at 5:30 pm at the
Cormorant Community Center.

Commenced Regular Business Meeting at 7:00 pm.

Minutes: The minutes from the previous business meeting were distributed to the
managers. The minutes are available for inspection by contacting the Administrator and
will be posted on the website.

Financial: August bills, payroll for Staff-Liz Larson; Discussed levy & budget amounts
for Advisory Committee reconvene.

Inspections: No inspections report.

Permits: CLWD permit software became live on June 1*. Manager and staff will have
upcoming training to process permits. With the new software there may some delays as a
workflow and process is better adapted. No paper permits will be accepted going
forward. If anyone needs help with permit applications, will need to contact
Administrator or Shoreland Technician.

Permits received & Approved:
= 2025-012-Jon & Lisa Wiser-16245 Viking Bay Rd

e Updated Description items removed that need more clarification and
drawings on the work being proposed:

e Clean up existing sand beach 15' wide 90' long add in 10 yards of
washed beach sand. This would be similar neighbor’s property

e Addin arip rap area 20' long to protect grass area

e Create 12 natural sawn boulder step 4' wide
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e Install continuous concrete edging on top side of hill and around the
steps
e Hill will have 3-5 boulders inset in the hill along with plants
= 2025-013-Jim Ohnstad-170642000
e Has a retaining wall with rock that will be removed and a block
retaining wall will be put in place to give him 5ft of more turf area.
As well will be installing a paver patio fire pit that will sit next to it.
Along with that the rip rap will be redo to have more of a slope to it.
= 2025-015-Spiker Family Lake Properties-14048 Globstad Beach Road
e Tree Removal
= 2025-016-Rhonda Wilson-170979114
e Basswood tree leaning over the water, will fall on boat lift / dock.
About 10 inches diameter. Will cut it down and keep the stump, it will
be replaced by 2 maples and an ironwood that it is currently crowding
out.
= 2025-017-Rhonda Wilson-170979114
¢ Dying basswood has exposed roots and is causing erosion, will fall
eventually and it growing into the canopy of other trees. We are
planting 28 creeping junipers on the hillside to combat erosion and
suppress the poison ivy when we take this tree down.
= 2025-018-Annie Fowler-15579 Wermager Beach Rd
e Build stairway down bluff to the lake. Per our onsite conversation
with Eric Jones. Plans are attached.
= 2025-019-Ned Halilovic-16702 Hwy 6
e The property owner requested a wall to be installed along their
shoreline, set back approximately 10-15 LF from the shoreline. A
sandy beach and set of maintenance free steps are future components
of the design as well, but to be installed by OTHERS. Accelerated
Green Works is assisting with the boulder wall component of the
design.
= 2025-020-Spiker Family-14048 Globstad Beach Rd
e A tree near our property line is leaning over the water and the
neighbor's dock, jet ski, and lift. (This is the 2nd permit requested for
tree removal on our property. Removal of the first tree has been
approved. The trees are approximately 8 - 10 feet apart.) This tree is
right next to the shore line, which drops down several feet to the water.
Our pontoon and lift were flipped over our dock during the storm on
June 19/20th, 2025. Our pontoon was totaled. Additional damage was
done to the lift, dock, and sail boat. We continue to work with our
insurance carrier for this claim. Due to the slant of this second tree
and proximity to the neighbor's dock, jet ski, and lift, there is a risk
that it could be blown over in a storm, or just fall due to the slant and
weight of the tree as it is so close to the edge of the elevated soil right
above the shore line.
= 2025-021-Curtis Cossette-14732 Tradewinds Road
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e We had a tree cut down 4-5 years ago and would like to grind the
stump as it is currently in the way of our deck being built on new
home. Noted that tree is out of SIZ

= 2025-022- Jim Haag- 15425 Summer Island Rd

e Minimal excavation of existing driveway and add crushed asphalt. The
existing driveway is steep and washes out therefore owners must use 4
wheel drive vehicle to access their house.

e FEllis and Owen have been to the site and we have discussed storm
water mitigation concerns. Please advise how to proceed with such.
The owner wants to do it the most cost effective way as its currently
washing out his driveway, however if we place a more stable substrate
on the driveway it will increase water run off onto the road that was
just repaired.
Old Business:
1. Cormorant Daze
a. Canopy, other items sourced.
b. Setup early Saturday.
c. Discussion of Managers on site for event.
d. Hoping for some more ideas for next and handouts
2. Permit Run through with Board
Channel outlet structure cleaning. Owen to take a look and offer
recommendations.
4. Peterson Property-Tanglewood
a. Summary of report to be given to prosecution.
b. Deck without permit.

[98)

New Business:
1. Advisory Committee-reconvened to August 20" at 5:30 PM for further budget
discussion.
a. Budget 2026
b. Review before Advisory Committee.
2. Silt Fence-Halilovic property
a. During inspections it was noted that a silt fence is needed in place. Jeff
Moritz noted during site visits with Houston.
3. Inspections
a. Summary of inspections made with Houston and Jeff Moritz. Jeff Moritz
made a motion to have a manager included with Houston site visits. 2™
Tony Nistler. All in favor.

4. Shoreland Technician agreement. Board discussed about how much they
appreciate Owen R and his work. Updated agreement changes time allocated by
one third to actual time spent per jurisdiction. Motion to approve agreement by
Sam Blattenbauer. 2" Tony Nistler. All in favor.

5. Updated Blue Water Bay agreement. Motion for Tony to approve the updated
agreement. 2" Sam Blattenbauer. All in favor.
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6. Bull frog Bay-received report of work being done in water. DNR had received
reports of work being done as well. Pictures indicate tractor on beach likely
raking.

7. Discussion of University of Minnesota’s Water Conference to be scheduled in
October 2025.

8. Reminder that if other events are scheduled at the Cormorant Community Center,
that the CLWD may meet in their office downstairs. If not enough room for board
and attendees, the meeting will be rescheduled to a later date. Meetings will be
adjourned by 9:00 PM. If further business at that time, a special meeting will be
scheduled at least three days following the meeting.

9. Pay Bills

a. Motion to pay bills by Tony Nistler 2"! by Sam Blattenbauer. All in favor.

Date Payee Category Total

08/04/2025 Elizabeth Larson Office Expenses 203.54
08/04/2025 RMB Labs Testing 268
08/04/2025 PERA Staff Benefits 1790.25
08/04/2025 Elizabeth Larson Payroll 10978.06

Motion to Adjourn by Sam Blattenbauer 2" Ellis Peterson by at 8:50 PM.
Meeting Minutes Submitted respectfully by Sam Blattenbauer, Secretary; prepared by Liz
Larson, CLWD Administrator.
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