Cormorant Lakes Watershed District

Monthly Meeting Minutes
February 3, 2025

The regular meeting of the Cormorant Lakes Watershed District (CLWD) Board of
Managers was held at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center, District Office,
10929 County Highway #5, Cormorant, MN at 7:00 p.m.

Those present were Managers: Ellis Peterson, Jeff Moritz, Sam Blattenbauer, and Tony
Nistler; Liz Larson, Administrator & Owen Reding, Shoreland Technician. Absent: Mike
Foley, Manager

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting has been scheduled for March 3,
2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center.

Commenced Regular Business Meeting at 7:00 pm.

Minutes: The minutes from the previous business meeting were distributed to the
managers. The minutes are available for inspection by contacting the Administrator and
will be posted on the website.

Inspections: No inspections report-Inspections to be provided by Houston Engineering &
will be training Owen Reding for 2025.

Permits:
1. Karen Garrity-13085 Cormorant Beach Rd
a. Remove 2 sick ash trees from OHW-40 & 50’ away from OHW.

Old Business:
1. Rules Discussion

a. Possible ask Houston to help with reviewing and if any rules needing
updates.
b. Discussion of Pelican River Watershed rules revision and process.
c. Rules discussion and review to be a special meeting.
2. Halilovic
a. Need to get facts together to review for potential fines related to the tree
removal and work completed without a permit.
i. Fine to go towards restoration
ii. Ellis Peterson recommended inviting property owner to a future
meeting after we get an engineering report on restoration
recommendations. Motion by Tony Nistler that trees fines to go in
the tree fund. 2" Jeff Moritz. All in favor.
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Reactive/proactive discussion
Setting up QR code with a link for our rules. Could be implemented on future
swag, magnets, printouts, flyers, etc.
MECA Conference Summary-Owen Reding
a. MN Erosion Control Association
Permits
a. ESRI subscription completed and information sent out to developer to
plug in. Waiting to hear back on training for staff and managers.

New Business:

1.

N

o s

Drone Usage-Owen Reding

a. Look into training options

b. Motion by Jeff Moritz to setup meeting with other entities to discuss joint

purchase of drone & drone training. 2" Sam Blattenbauer. All in favor.

Wake Surfing-Discussion of DNR approved ordinance
Governor Walz budget cuts discussion

a. AIS funding to decrease by 50% and phase out.

b. May need to look at local funding options going forward.
Stop work order discussion
Setup meeting with Erik Jones to a future meeting in early evening or late
afternoon with list of a few topics to discuss.

a. Setup what inspections would look like with Houston.

b. Rules review.
Post Cards-Tree Program

a. Upper & Middle Cormorant Lakes
New TV Cost share with Cormorant Lions. Location to be determined. Ideal to be
on North side of building. Motion to cost share TV & mount for big meeting room
at the Cormorant Community Center in a 50/50 setting by Sam Blattenbauer. 2"
Tony Nistler. All in favor.
Reminder that if other events are scheduled at the Cormorant Community Center,

that the CLWD may meet in their office downstairs. If not enough room for board
and attendees, the meeting will be rescheduled to a later date.

9. Pay Bills
a. Motion to pay bills by Sam Blattenbauer 2" by Tony Nistler. All in favor.
Date Payee Category Total
02/03/2025 Minnesota Watersheds Membership and Dues 2371
02/03/2025 Elizabeth Larson Office Expenses 402.57
Reimbursement
02/03/2025 Becker Soil And Water Payroll Expenses 1675
Conservation Dist
02/03/2025 Pemberton Law, P.L.L.P Legal Services 77
02/03/2025 Houston Engineering Projects and Maintenance 3770.25
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02/03/2025 E.S.R.L Office Expenses 700

02/03/2025 Haga Kommer Accounting and Auditing 8000
Service

Motion to Adjourn by Sam Blattenbauer 2" by Tony Nistler at 8:15 PM.
Meeting Minutes Submitted respectfully by Sam Blattenbauer, Secretary; prepared by Liz
Larson, CLWD Administrator.
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