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Cormorant Lakes Watershed District  
Special Monthly Meeting Minutes 

July 21, 2025 

Those present were Managers: Ellis Peterson, Jeff Moritz, Sam Blattenbauer, Tony Nistler 
and Mike Foley; Liz Larson, Administrator & Owen Reding, Shoreland Technician. 
Guest: Honorable Jay Carlson 

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting has been scheduled for August 4th, 
2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center.  

Special Meeting commenced at 6:30 pm: 
 

1. Advisory Committee summary 
a. Review statutes that were sent by Pete 
b. Discussion of Board members and what we could do for next year for 

additional members 
c. Heartland trail discussion 

i. Will need to review more information about it 
ii. People may enjoy the recreation and conservation of the 

trail/nature 
iii. Jay Carlson suggested resolution to CLWD Board 
iv. Discussion of routes and spurs 
v. Tony discussed CLWD’s impact of being a part of supporting the 

trail. 
vi. Ellis suggested we would do a disservice to the project by not 

supporting the Heartland Trail 
vii. Mike Foley made a motion to support and sign the resolution as 

presented. Jeff amended the motion to include “the CLWD area”. 
2nd by Tony Nistler. All in favor.  

2. Halilovic Discussion 
a. Summary of meeting on site. 
b. Silt fence was supposed to be installed following that meeting. 
c. Motion by Mike Foley to accept permit for boulder wall and no further 

permits until fine paid up or resolved. 2nd-Sam Blattenbauer. All in favor. 
3. Peterson Status 

a. Meeting on site with Mike, Jeff & Kyle Vareberg 
i. Kyle reviewed deck and holding tank. 

ii. Lacking County & CLWD permit for deck expansion 
iii. Tree Removed-fine 

1. Tree was replanted but did not meet replanting criteria 
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iv. Final recommendations for resolving the on-site issues with the 
property are in development with Jeff Moritz. 

1. Erik Jones to develop the final recommendations for 
Peterson and his attorney to review prior to Becker County 
proceedings. Would need these items expedited for review 
and potential remedy by Defendant.  

4. Agreement for Technical Services 
a. Send out full agreement for CLWD Board for further review. 
b. Discussion of Owen time 
c. CLWD Board wishes for up to 50% of Owen’s time. 
d. Concern his pay is too low for retention. 

5. Permits 
a. Discussed various permits and statuses 
b. Permit training with Managers 

i. Showed uses and status updates 
ii. Approved the boulder wall permit for Halilovic 

1. Tony Nistler made a motion to approve the permit for 
Halilovic boulder wall only. 2nd Mike Foley. 

6. Bills-Motion to approve bill by Sam Blattenbauer, 2nd Tony Nistler, all in favor. 
Date Payee Category Total 
07/21/2025 Elizabeth Larson Misc. 312.68 
07/21/2025 Becker Soil And Water Conservation 

Dist 
Printing and Publications 693.54 

 
Motion to Adjourn by Sam Blattenbauer 2nd by Tony Nistler at 8:30 PM. 

Meeting Minutes Submitted respectfully by Sam Blattenbauer, Secretary; prepared by Liz 

Larson, CLWD Administrator. 
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