Cormorant Lakes Watershed District

Monthly Meeting Minutes
September 2, 2025

The regular meeting of the Cormorant Lakes Watershed District (CLWD) Board of
Managers was held at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center, District Office,
10929 County Highway #5, Cormorant, MN at 7:00 p.m.

Those present were Managers: Ellis Peterson, Jeff Moritz, Mike Foley, Tony Nistler and
Sam Blattenbauer; Liz Larson, Administrator & Owen Reding, Shoreland Technician.
Guest Duane Olson.

Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting has been scheduled for October 6,
2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cormorant Town Hall/Community Center. A mid-month meeting
has been scheduled for September 15th at 6:30 PM at the Cormorant Community Center.

Commenced Budget Hearing for the 2026 proposed budget.
Boat Purchase Discussion

Motion to approve levy amount of $200,000 by Tony Nistler. 2™ Jeff Moritz. All
in favor. Hearing closed at 7:15 pm.

Commenced Regular Business Meeting at 7:15 pm.

Minutes: The minutes from the previous business meeting were distributed to the
managers. The minutes are available for inspection by contacting the Administrator and
will be posted on the website.

Inspections: Houston Engineering Techs have been out on inspections and have a report
on file for inspections for August. They will be doing a boat inspection in the Fall.

Permits received & Approved:
= 2025-023-Jeremy Sommer-13163 Birch Rd
e Rip rap shoreline
= 2025-024- Matt Lachowitzer-15432 Summer Island Rd
e Add 5 yards washed sand to the beach area
= 2025-026- Thomas Anderson-14503 Nelson Lake Rd
e Remove 2 trees near shoreline which are leaning badly with
rotting and chewed out holes from animals
= 2025-027-James Lepine-11416 County Hwy 11
e Permit request for shoreline protection while re-sodding
within and adjacent to shore area impact zone
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= 2025-028-James Boyd-17120 South Big Cormorant Rd
e Removal of existing foundation of old house located down
by the water, a new retaining wall and steps to be installed
in place of old foundation. Removal of some old concrete
within the property and new grass seed to be installed in
place of old concrete, a small paver patio be installed below
below the retaining wall to match current concrete pad that
will be staying.
= 2025-029-Kevin Gustafson-13721 Rossman Erickson Road
e (Grade 9'long X 10' wide of slope on property to allow boat
launch. Also replacing existing wooden steps that are over
the rocks from grass to water
= 2025-030-Randy Becket-13022 Red Elm Ridge
e Tree Removal
= 2025-031-Jim Ohnstad-13714 Deer Point Rd
e Remove rock and install new fabric and replace the rock
just in this area.
Old Business:
1. Staff Position
a. Need to get job description and plan of action for next meeting
2. Discussion of Audit. Audit cost was $6,600.
3. Peterson Property-Tanglewood
a. Summary of report to be given to prosecution.
b. Tree replacement

New Business:
1. Lake Ida Valuation Discussion
a. Review values from Otter Tail & Becker County for Estimated Market
Value totals.
b. Lake Eunice Residents have previously expressed interest
c. Mike Foley noted focusing more on going to Lake Association meetings
to discuss expanding CLWD borders.
2. Summary of August Advisory Committee
Discussion of Score the Shore
a. Mike Foley noted that CLWD may not like spending money on lakes
outside of the district
b. Mike also noted that perhaps Owen could look at research grants.
4. Discussion of University of Minnesota’s Water Conference to be scheduled in
October 2025.
Will have a mid-month meeting in September.
Duane Olson discussed beaver and sediment issues.
Discussion of Softing permit assigned to Ellis.
Reminder that if other events are scheduled at the Cormorant Community Center,

that the CLWD may meet in their office downstairs. If not enough room for board
and attendees, the meeting will be rescheduled to a later date. Meetings will be
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adjourned by 9:00 PM. If further business at that time, a special meeting will be
scheduled at least three days following the meeting.
9. Pay Bills
a. Motion to pay bills by Mike Foley 2" by Tony Nistler. All in favor.

Date No. Payee Category Total
09/02/2025 2331 Column Software Printing and 78.33
Publications

09/02/2025 2330 Houston Projects and 3999.8
Engineering Maintenance

09/02/2025 2329 Catalis LLC PWE Office Expenses 2241.82

09/02/2025 2328 Houston Engineering Fees 6433.7
Engineering

09/02/2025 2327 Houston Engineering Fees 5647.37
Engineering

Motion to Adjourn by Tony Nistler 2"! Sam Blattenbauer by at 8:33 PM.
Meeting Minutes Submitted respectfully by Sam Blattenbauer, Secretary; prepared by Liz
Larson, CLWD Administrator.
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